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Sunday Celebration Notes from Jerry Stinson
Celebrating God'’s Love Fvery Sunday at 10 am.
After having been gone for six Sundays (three on study leave

as I traveled to Israel and Palestine, and three as Kay and I vaca-
tioned at home), I will return to the pulpit this Sunday.

In my sermon I want to share with you three experiences I
had in the Middle East — one in a refugee camp in Bethlehem, one
in a tiny village under siege by the Israeli military, and one in an
Israeli city where rockets from Gaza have landed over and over. I
will tell those stories in relation to the notions of fear, family and
hope.

SERMON: Fear, Hope and the Affirmation of Life
The Rev. Jerry Stinson, preaching

READING: John 2:1-10
LITURGISTS: The Rev. Libby Tigner and Mr. David Clements

Next week Jerry Stinson’s sermon will be titled “A Place of Inti-
macy for a Community of Brokenness.”

In Sunday School This Week
Theme: Be Opened

Scripture Focus: Mark 7:24-37

In Adult Education This Week

Sundays at 8:30 am in the Klar Rooms, upstairs in Pilgrim Hall

We'll continue our discussion of Barbara Brown Taylor’s An
Altar in the World.

A Liberal Church, Welcoming of All, Passionately Committed to Social Justice

September 6, 2009

Music on Sunday

Our final guest soloist for
the summer is our own poet,
dancer, singer, and filmmaker
Tina Datsko, who will sing a
new solo by Stan DeWitt. The
Sanctuary Choir has resumed
rehearsals on Thursday eve-
nings from 7:30 to 9 p.m. If
you are interested in joining
us, please come to our next re-
hearsal. See you in church.

Dr. Leland Vail, Minister of Music

Senior Minister’s Blog

Jerry Stinson’s blog article, posted on September 2, will tell
about two remarkable Palestinians he met this summer: Suheir
Owdah and Zoughbi Zoughbi.

Go to the blog and not only read the article, but add your
comment as well: jerrysjusticejournal.blogspot.com.

Homecoming Sunday Is
September 13

Be the Welcome
By Libby Tigner

We will kick off a new year
of church activities with our
annual Homecoming Sunday
on September 13. Our theme
for the day, chosen by the
Worship and Arts Ministry
Team, and which will be revis-
ited throughout the year, is
taken from a poem by Tina
Datsko de Sanchez, entitled
“Be the Welcome.”

Be the welcome you wish to
receive.

Let radical acceptance wash
through you

like a flash flood. Greet all be-
ings
who show themselves to you

(Continued on page 3)



2 The Pilgrim

September 6, 2009

First Church Café Open This Sunday
By Libby Tigner

September 6 is a first Sunday of the month, and that means
that the First Church Café will be open! A buffet lunch will be
available for all who would like to participate; the cost is $8 for
adults and $4 for children 10 and under, who get to fill their
plates from the children’s buffet table.

This month the lunch is being prepared by Brad Lara-Gagne.
The menu is quiche, green salad, bread and butter and dessert.
There will again be a vegetarian choice and something special for
the children.

Several boards and committees will hold their monthly meet-
ings immediately following the lunch. Child care is available
through the lunch and meeting times, until 1:30 p.m. If you need
assistance with the cost, please see one of the ministers.

Homecoming Sunday Luncheon - September 13
Patterson Hall, following the Church Service

A Fundraiser of the Church History Ministry Team
Tickets available September 6 and September 13. Individuals
$8 and families $20. A delicious salad bar, drinks and dessert.

Game Night Fast Approaches!
By Yvonne SaMarion

Friday Night at First Church is Game Night! Come join the
adult gamesters of First Church on September 11 at 6:30. The cost
is only $5 per person for dinner and an evening of fun with fun
people. This month is wide open as to what game will be played
— we'll have a variety available. If you have a favorite game —
bring it with you. Your favorite game may win the night! Come
one, come all and join in the fun. We'll have the welcome mat out

for you!

www.firstchurchlb.org
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The Church Mouse
has heard. ..

<"/. 9

... Kathryn Boyd-
Batstone has entered the Part-
ners of Parks photo contest,
and you can vote for her entry,
titled “Angelic Egret,” online:
https://www.360photocon
test.com/contest.asp ?page=view
Ind&secure=on&id=6393 & contes
tld=11.

... Ivy Bottini has a new art
exhibit at The Village at Ed
Gould Plaza, Advocate &
Gochis Galleries (1125 N,
McCadden Place, Los Angeles
90038) which will run Septem-
ber 10 - October 24. The grand
opening will be Thursday,
September 10, 7-9 p.m.

... Church member Cynde
Soto recently completed 17
hours of training by the Cali-
fornia Conference for Equality
and Justice (CCE]) to assist
victims of hate crime and bias
incidents in the City of Long
Beach. The effort is part of the
city’s Human Dignity Pro-
gram.

Correction: Jim Snel-
ling’s new grandchild is a girl
who was born July 11, and her
name is Makenzie Marie Arm-
strong.

Please send your news to the
Church Mouse in care of Ruth in
the office, or put one of the news
slips from the pews in the

offering plate on Sunday. @

(Continued from page 1)
Homecoming Sunday, September 13: Be the Welcome

inside or outside

with honor and love. God’s arms are wide
enough to embrace all. Be those arms embracing.

Homecoming Sunday is full of opportunities for you to cele-
brate and reconnect. There will be a continental breakfast in Pat-
terson Hall at 9 a.m., and information and registration tables will
set up for all of our educational and music programs. Families
with children and youth are especially encouraged to attend
breakfast and to complete church school registration forms.

The Sunday Service of Celebration will see the return of the
Sanctuary Choir, and Jerry’s sermon will reflect upon the
“welcome” theme. Following the service, there will be a luncheon
in Patterson Hall, offered by the Church History Ministry Team,
with proceeds from the lunch going to support their ongoing pro-
jects. Finally, there will be a forum featuring Akiko Dohi, who
will continue her conversation with us, “No More Gembaku,”
which was started at our Nagasaki Remembrance Service on Au-
gust 9.

Homecoming is one day when we make an extra push to have
all of our members present. We hope that you are able to arrange
your schedule to be sure that you can celebrate with us on Sep-
tember 13.

Where Can | Park? Practicing Hospitality with Our Cars
By Libby Tigner

As our fall programs start to kick off, we usually see an uptick
in attendance on Sunday mornings. More people means more
cars, more cars mean more parking spaces used up, and that
means it’s harder for visitors to find a place to park.

Here’s a challenge for us: on Sunday mornings, if you are
able, try to get a parking place a little further from the church
than where you usually park. If you usually park on the street,
think about parking around the corner. If you usually park in the
lot at Third and Cedar, consider parking in the Third and Chest-
nut lot.

Leaving some of the closer parking spots for folks with dis-
abilities and visitors might be one way that we live out the
“welcoming of all” part of our slogan. Think about it!
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Crafts at First Church
By Cathy Chambers

1 craft \kraft\ n [Middle English, strength, skill, from Old
English creeft; akin to Old High German kraft strength] 1 : skill in
planning, making, or executing 2 a : an occupation or trade re-
quiring manual dexterity or artistic skill <the carpenter's craft>
<crafts such as pottery, carpentry, and sewing> b plural : articles
made by craftspeople <a store selling crafts> <a crafts fair> 3 : skill
in deceiving to gain an end <used craft and guile to close the
deal> 4 : the members of a trade or trade association 5 plural usu-
ally craft a : a boat especially of small size syn see art

2 craft vt : to make by or as if by hand <crafting a new sculp-
ture>

Many of us have been busy knitting, beading, painting, tatting
or otherwise getting ready for October’s Craft Fair. The Fair,
which will be held after church October 11 and 18 and in conjunc-
tion with the Avocation and Friends concert October 25, is
planned as a fundraiser for the Congregational Care Committee;
funds will be used to help First Church members and friends in
this economic downturn.

Craft Fair Workshop September 12,10 a.m. - 12 noon

Want to contribute but don’t have a craft? Already embarked
on a project but hankering for fellowship? Join us Saturday, Sep-
tember 12 from 10 a.m. until 12 noon for a hanging candle holder
workshop lead by Harold Sutherland. We’ll meet in the church
basement dining room. Some materials will be provided, but
please bring glass beads with holes large enough to accept wire
(Harold says, “Not seed beads!”); also bring your own small glass
jar if you have one you’d like to use. So we know how many to
expect, please sign up at church or RSVP to cathcham@otis.edu.

Craft Circles

From approximately 6 p.m. (depending on traffic on the 405)
until 8:30 every Thursday evening in September, I plan to bring
my knitting to church and invite others to
join me. Bring your Craft Fair (or other)
project if it’s portable (I'll have a few easy
projects for those of you who can’t tote
your projects) and drop by before choir,
after Bells, during ZONE . . . knit, stitch,
paste, or just hang out and chat.

When Faith
Meets Reason

Theological
Study Group:
Tuesday,
September 8,
7 p.m.

When  Faith
Meets Reason (edited by
Charles Hedrick). What hap-
pens to faith when the creeds
and confession can no longer
be squared with historical and
empirical evidence? Most criti-
cal scholars have wrestled
with this question. Some have
found ways to reconcile their
personal religious belief with
the scholarship they practice.
Others have chosen to recon-
struct their view of religious
meaning in light of what they

have learned. But most have
tended not to share those
views in a public forum. And
that brings up a second ques-
tion: at what point does the
discrepancy between what I
know, or think I know, and
what I am willing to say pub-
licly become so acute that my
personal integrity is at stake?
Being honest about what one
thinks has always mattered in
critical scholarship. In the
pages of When Faith Meets Rea-
son, thirteen scholars take up
the challenge to speak can-
didly about how they negoti-
ate the conflicting claims of
faith and reason, in hopes that
their journeys will inspire oth-
ers to engage in their own
search for meaning.
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Update on Our In-Care

Student
By Libby Tigner

Richard Grauman, who is a
member of our church is pre-
paring for ministry, is entering
his last year of seminary at San
Francisco Theological Semi-
nary (at their Pasadena cam-
pus). As a part of his prepara-
tion, Richard will be doing a
ministry internship during this
academic year. He will be
working at Cross Roads Com-
munity Church and at Wood-
ruff Community Church, both
of which are served by the
Rev. Kit Wilke. During this
internship year, which starts
the beginning of September,
we won't be seeing Richard on
Sunday mornings — but know
that he is working hard in fin-
ishing his studies and, no
doubt, missing us!

Getting to Know You Revisited
By Bill Cole

One of my most memorable experiences at First Church hap-
pened a decade ago when I was privileged to co-facilitate our
tirst round of Getting to Know You small groups. Over the course
of a year and a half, 17 groups met involving 138 friends and
members of First Church. Reports about the group experience
were uniformly positive as persons involved grew relationally
and the congregation was enriched. At the conclusion, the church
voted to become as Open and Affirming community.

Now we have the opportunity to do it again in an attempt to
simply get to know others in the congregation. Prompted by
Libby and guided by Chairperson Tim Bolton, a Getting to Know
You steering committee has been meeting to arrange for Getting
to Know You groups to meet this fall and winter. Following a
common structure, each group of eight to ten persons will meet
three times (two hours each) at a time and place to be determined
by the members of the group.

Opportunities to sign up will be available after worship in
Kilsby Courtyard in September. If you desire more information,
call Tim at 562-773-8707 or Bill at 562-596-7546.

Regular Publication Resumes

With this issue, The Pilgrim
resumes its regular publica-
tion schedule. The deadline
each week is Thursday at noon
for the issue that goes out the
following week. Also, if you
have email and are receiving
the hard copy in the mail,
please contact Ruth Warkentin
with your email address — if
we email the newsletter to
you, it will save the church
money on postage and paper,
not to mention the trees that
are spared!

Valla Lecture Features Leader in

Progressive Christianity — October 3
By Libby Tigner

The Seventh Annual F. Louis Valla
Lecture on Progressive Religious
Scholarship will be held on Saturday,
October 3. This year the speaker will
be the Rev. James Rowe Adams, the
founder of The Center for Progressive
Christianity. The Rev. Adams’ topic
will be “Decoding the Myths and
Meanings of Difficult Words in the Bible,” and he will be signing
copies of his book, From Literal to Literary: The Essential Reference
Book for Biblical Metaphors. Copies of the book will be available for
purchase.

The Valla Lecture begins with breakfast at 9 a.m. and con-
cludes at noon. The registration fee is $10. You may register by
phone (562-436-2256, ext. 221) or email (office@firstchurchlb.org). A
flyer is available on the church website, firstchurchlb.org.
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Free Foreclosure Prevention Fair September 12 in Long Beach

In Los Angeles County, a home is foreclosed on every 15 min-
utes. There are many borrowers suffering in silence in Long
Beach. The most recent data from RealtyTrac shows that Long
Beach is fourth in Los Angeles County in terms of foreclosure fil-
ings, which include default notices, foreclosure auction notices
and bank repossessions.

No matter what, no one should pay for a loan modification!
L.A. Neighborhood Housing Services (LA NHS) and City of Long
Beach are hosting a FREE Foreclosure Prevention Fair where
families can receive HUD-certified foreclosure prevention coun-
seling and may also have the opportunity to speak directly with
select mortgage lenders. The fair will take place on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Jordan High School (6500 At-
lantic Avenue). For more information about this fair or on LA
NHS, please call 213-381-2862 or visit www.lanhs.org.

September Anniversaries

3 Tina Datsko and Jose Sanchez-H., 15 years
David and Marjorie McMillin, 49 years
Erma and Frank Baldwin, 67 years

Jerry and Alison Mitchell, 17 years

Ronald Mullens and David Clements, 22 years
Wendy and Timur Kuran, 29 years

20 Randy and Dorothy King, 23 years

20 Ray Vargas and Thomas Nicolai, 14 years
22 Aaron and Laura Gonzalez-Palmer, 8 years
22 Ester and Isagani Sagun, 25 years

27 Chuck and Georgette DeBruyn, 29 years

N U1 U1 = W

Temple Israel Returning to First Church for High Holy Days

Temple Israel will again hold its Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur services in the First Church sanctuary. The services are
expected to be full, so please be sure to contact Ruth in the office
to schedule meetings not already on the calendar for the follow-
ing dates before you make firm plans, as the church will be very
busy: the evening of Friday, September 18; the morning of Satur-
day, September 19; the evening of Sunday, September 27; and all
day on Monday, September 28.

September Birthdays

1

10

11

12

13
14

15
16
17

18
19
21
22
23
24
26

28

30

Linda Kellogg, Bryce
King

Carole Patten, William
Purcell, John Sharpe,
Kathy Young

Steven Adams
Meghan Ramsay,
Dominique Sinclair, Iris
Wells

Marc Dickey, Don
Donan, Kevin Nutt
Laura Butler, Isabel
Drake

Ben Bond, Leslie Charles,
Grace Hiller

Michael Smallwood
Chris Holman, Janet
Rhodes

Richard Moore
Martha Duncan

Sue Johnson, Brandon
Solem-Kuehl

Jim Deaton

Karen Cannon

Nolen Lambert
Esperanza Aceves
Ruth Keller

Wendy Chavis

Joe Ernst, Adreana
Langston

Dorothy Deatherage,
Michael Earl, Casey
Holman

Scarlett Johnson
Sarah Borrero, Drew
Wilson
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September at First Congregational Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
Sundays 9 Pilerim mailin
8:30 Una Voce Rehearsal, v 8 ) h i
Adult Education* 6 Vacation Churc )
9:30 Prayer in Sacred Space* School 7:30 Choir Rehearsal
12:30 Drop-In Center 7 Drop-In Center
Committee Meeting
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10 Service of Celebration*: Stinson
preaching 6 Board of Cultural
11:30 First Church Café Labor Day: o . 7 Sacred Practices; Arts 6 Friday Night at 10 Craft
. _— . . 9 The Pilgrim mailing T '
12:15 Meetings: Christian Education, office closed PFLAG 6:30 Bellissimo First Church Workshop
Diaconate, Outreach, Parish Life, 7:30 Choir Rehearsal
Stew/Finance, Communications
HOMECOMING 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:30 History Ministry Team
9 Continental breakfast and Rally Day
. . . 10 Temple Israel
10 Service of Celebration*: Stinson 5:45 Beloved Bells 8 Temple Israel Rosh Nashanah
osh Nashana
preaching 9 Pilgrim mailing 6:30 Bellissimo Erev Rosh Servi
ervice
11:30 History Ministry Team 7:30 Choir Rehearsal | Hashanah Service
5 Guest Chef
Luncheon
12 Forum: "No More Atomic Bombs"
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9 AllS Choi 5:45 Beloved Bell
easons o.1r 6:30 Air Quality e ov.e ' ells
9:30 All Seasons Continued o o . 6:30 Bellissimo
. . . Ministry Team 9 Pilgrim mailing . . . . o
10 Service of Celebration*: Stinson ) ) 7 Sacred Practices 7 Social Justice 6 Kindred Spirits
. 7 Urban Community 7 Church Council .
preaching Outreach Board Committee
11:30 Outreach fair; Church tour 7:30 Choir Rehearsal
27 28 29 30
s . .
9 All Seasons Choir Childcare is provided. To
10 Service of Celebration*: Stinson |10 Temple Israel Yom event, contact Wally Hoeger at

preaching
11:30 Nominating Committee

8 Temple Israel Kol Nidrei Service

Kippur Services

562-436-2256 x 226 or
whoeger@firstchurchlb.org .
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“Never place a period

TO:

where God has placed a comma”

| Gracie Aben |

Parish Concerns

Your thoughts and prayers
are requested for Betty Cole’s
nephew; Jack DeBruyn (Chuck
DeBruyn’s uncle); Pat Green
upon the death of her father,
Wilson Green; Gloria Harris
(Yvonne SaMarion’s great-
aunt) Ivory Harris (Yvonne
SaMarion’s greatniece); the
Harris family (Yvonne
SaMarion’s inlaws) upon the
death of Donald Harris; Fran
Holand; Narfed SaMarion
(Yvonne SaMarion’s brother);
Cynde Soto; Iris Wells; Fran
Holand; Julie (Susan Kallok’s
friend); and Shirley Burgess,
Carol Armstrong and Michelle
Repucci (Perry Ellwood’s
friends).

In the armed forces:
Daniele Ware (Karen Miller’s

granddaughter, in Iraq).

To put someone on this list,
put a note on the Parish Concerns
board on the Third Street landing
or contact Ruth in the office (562-
436-2256 x221 or office@first
churchlb.org). Names are listed
in two consecutive issues; mili-
tary personnel in combat zones
are listed throughout their de-
ployment.

Vacation Church School Rocked!

/] .xi.‘ LR
Caitlin makes a plaster of Paris ~ Noah and Lisa make a terrarium.

rock.
- Photos by Wally Hoeger

Online Calendar

Don’t miss out! Check the online church calendar at
www.firstchurchlb.org/calendar. html for details about all church
events. You can use the online calendar to email invitations to
friends to church events and to set up emailed reminders to your-
self. Just click on any event to see information about it.

Becoming a Member of First Church

Whether you have been attending for a few weeks, a few
months or several years, we would like you to consider becoming
a member of First Church. When you are ready to take that step,
please call or email Rev. Jerry Stinson at 562-436-2256, ext 230 or
revjstinson@uerizon.net.



