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  JANUARY 11, 2026 • 10 A.M. 
 

Please join in where words are shown in bold type. 
Please stand if you are able for items with an asterisk*. 

 
Centering ourselves with the sound of the chime 

and the Land Acknowledgement 
 
Prelude  Trumpet Voluntary Dr. Marc Dickey 
 Thomas Dupuis 
 

Acolyte: Hannah Pearce 
 
Invocation            The Rev. Petra Malleis-Sternberg
    
*Call to Celebration                    Rev. Malleis-Sternberg 
 

One:  We come, from lands far and wide, from different families and lives. 
All:  We come to the living waters and find a home. 
One:  We come across oceans of loneliness, sailing seas of anxiety. 
All:  We come to the living waters and find peace. 
One:  We come through fearful storms, through deep lakes of loss. 
All:  We come to the living waters and find love. 
One:  Come let us worship the One who is the Living Water. 
 

*Processional Hymn Down to the River to Pray       
See Page 7 

Our Mission: 
to be a visible and prophetic presence in the church and in the world, 
to steadfastly proclaim the radically inclusive love of God, 
to be open to, and celebrate differences; to honor thinking for oneself, 
to faithfully work for the inclusion of, and justice for all people, regardless of age, gender, 

disability, sexual orientation, marital status, race or national origin, or any particular 
element of a person’s total humanity, and for all of God’s creation. 
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Welcome and Announcements The Rev. Wally Hoeger 
 
Passing of the Peace Rev. Hoeger 
 
Welcome Song 

The children are invited to come forward during this song. 

 
Time With the Children Rev. Hoeger 
 
Anthem Stars I Shall Find Sanctuary Choir 
 Words by Sara Teasdale, music by David Dickau 
 

The children are dismissed to their Sunday School classes. 
 
Scripture  Matthew 3:13-17 Charlotte Waldo 

 NRSVUE, adapted 
 

   Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for 
us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. And when Jesus 
had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 
were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Child, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 



3 
 

Contemporary Reading Living Water Charlotte Waldo 
 By Masao and Fumiko Takenaka 
 
One who said I am the eternal water 
Dwelt among us 
Living with us 
Sustaining us 
This is Christmas. 
  
To receive a cup of living water 
Is not only to cleanse ourselves 
But also to cleanse all the waters. 
River and well, lake and ocean, 
And to share them with all. 
This is Christmas. 
 

Special Music Better Than We Found It Charlie Carlos, vocalist 
 Maren Morris Curtis Heard, piano 
 

Sermon To the Water Rev. Malleis-Sternberg 
 
*Hymn, No. 169 What Ruler Wades through Murky Streams 
 See Page 8 
Prayers of the People  Rev. Hoeger 
  Our Common Prayer 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the people of the earth! 
With the bread we need today, feed us. 
For the hurts we inflict on one another, forgive us. 
In the time of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For your reign is in the glory of the power that is love,  
now and forever. Amen.  

 
Offering 
 

Invitation to Give      Charlotte Waldo 
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    Offertory         Flute Piece           Dr. Dickey 
William Hine 

 

Scan for our secure online donation site or go to 

firstchurchlb.org/donate 
Or mail a check to First Congregational Church, 

241 Cedar Ave., Long Beach, CA 90802 
 

        *Doxology: Old Hundredth (Hymn No. 7)  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God with all the hosts above; 
Praise God in wonder, joy and love. 
 

     * Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Hoeger
  

*Recessional Hymn, No. 459 Come, O Fount of Every Blessing  
 See Page 10 
*Benediction  Rev. Malleis-Sternberg 
 
Postlude     Trumpet in Dialogue (Basse et Dessus de Trompette)       Dr. Dickey 
 Louis Nicolas Clerambault 

 
One License: 706147-A (in support of our livestream) 
 

Parish Concerns 
The loved ones of Ben Rockwell; the loved ones of Michele Bobo; Jim and Julia 
Heard (Parents of Curtis Heard); David McMillin; Anne Hoffman; Janet Rhodes; 
Deirdre Flanagan; Dale Whitney; Marion Hinze; Alex Ritchie; Kathleen ODaniels; 
Beau Chandler; Wayne Hester; Joanne Paine; and Aida Porteneuve. 
To submit joys and concerns for inclusion in the bulletin and the newsletter and to 
subscribe to the newsletter, contact the office: office@firstchurchlb.org. 
 
The sanctuary flowers this morning are provided by Joanie Stiehl and are 
dedicated to our wonderful choir, musicians, and Curtis Heard and Marc Dickey 
for all of the beautiful music during the Christmas season. 
 
Birthdays This Week – Happy Birthday!  
13 - Chan Brainard 
14 - Sam Johnson 
16 - Timothy O'Keefe 

17 - Chuck DeBruyn, Michael     
       Gardner

 

mailto:office@firstchurchlb.org
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This Week at First Church 
Sunday, January 11 
8:45 AM   Adult Education – Pownall Room & Zoom 
9:00 AM   All Seasons Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 
9:30 AM   Charming Chimes Rehearsal – Bell Room 

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 
10:00 AM   Service of Celebration – Sanctuary and Youtube.com/1stChurch 

Sunday School – Vaughn 4, Klar 1, Sacred Space and High School Room 
11:15 AM  Beloved Bells Rehearsal – Bell Room 
11:30 AM  Board of Stewardship and Finance Meeting – Klar 2 

Confirmation Class – Pownall Room 
1:00 PM  Confirmation Class: At UCO 
1:30 PM  UCO Drop-In Center – Patterson Hall 
Monday, January 12 
10:00 AM  Archives Group – Ramsay Dining Room 
7:00 PM  DAYS Board Meeting – Zoom 
Tuesday, January 13 
10:00 AM  Handmakers Small Group Meeting – Koinonia Room 
6:00 PM  Book Group – Off-site in a member’s home 

Budget Committee Meeting – Zoom 
7:00 PM Historic Preservation Meeting – Zoom  
Wednesday, January 14 
7:00 PM  Sacred Practices – Sacred Space 
Thursday, January 15 
4:00 PM     DAYS Safe Passage – Klar 2 & 3 
5:00 PM     Jubellance Rehearsal – Bell Room 
5:30 PM     DAYS Leaders LB – Klar 2 & 3 
6:00 PM     Bellissimo Rehearsal – Bell Room 
7:30 PM     Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room 
Friday, January 16 
1:30 PM     DAYS Grocery Program – Patterson Hall & Potholder Lot 
Saturday, January 17 
9:00 AM Martin Luther King Jr. Parade - Offsite 
9:30 AM     Golf Group – Off-site at a local golf course 
10:00 AM   UCO Food Drive – Maple Way Alley 
Sunday, January 18 
8:45 AM   Adult Education – Pownall Room & Zoom 
9:00 AM   All Seasons Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 
9:30 AM   Charming Chimes Rehearsal – Bell Room 

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 
10:00 AM   Service of Celebration – Sanctuary and Youtube.com/1stChurch 

Sunday School – Vaughn 4, Klar 1, Sacred Space and High School Room 
11:15 AM  Book Release Party and Reading: Evelyn Carter – Koinonia Room 
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Beloved Bells Rehearsal – Bell Room 
11:30 AM Women’s Group – Pownall Room 
1:30 PM  UCO Drop-In Center – Patterson Hall 
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241 Cedar Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90802 • www.firstchurchlb.org 
562-436-2256 • office@firstchurchlb.org 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Doug Emslie, Moderator  
Charlotte Waldo, Vice Moderator  
Julie Gholson, Treasurer  
Kirsten Pickus, Secretary 
 

BOARD CHAIRS 
Building, Historic Preservation & Safety: 

Pam Chapin, TBD 
Christian Education:  

Elena Legeros 
Cultural Arts: 

Julie Ford & Tim Mountain  
Diaconate: 

Harold Sutherland & Bill Peck  
Parish Life: 

Alison Mitchell & Don Donan 
Social Justice and Outreach:  

Jenn Tafel 
Stewardship & Finance: 

TBD 
 

AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Sebastian Jobin- Reyes, Heather 

Chambers & Cathy Chambers 
 

COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE 
Curtis Heard 
 

POET-IN-RESIDENCE 
Tina Datsko de Sánchez 
 

HISTORIAN 
Bob Kalayjian 
 

BOOKKEEPERS 
Melody O’Keefe & Heather Chambers at 
Privity CPA Partners, LP 

CLERGY 
Rev. Petra Malleis-Sternberg, Senior  

Minister  
pmsternberg@firstchurchlb.org 

Rev. Wally Hoeger, Associate Minister  
whoeger@firstchurchlb.org 
 

MUSIC STAFF 
Curtis Heard, Director of Music 
Tracy Halter-Balin, Associate Director of  

Music 
Dr. Marc Dickey, Organist  
Megan O’Toole, Soprano Soloist  
Lisa Bode Heard, Alto Soloist  
Charlie Carlos, Tenor Soloist  
George Carson, Bass Soloist 
 
PROFESSIONAL STAFF 
Tracy Halter-Balin, Director of Christian 
Ed. 
Eric Peterson, Business Manager  
Rhyan Humphrey, Office Manager 
Preston Andres, Lead Custodian 
Richie Muhammad, Yesi Urrea Castro, 
Sebastian Lytwynec, Mercy Torres, 
Sunday School  
Homero Salgado, Oscar Ramirez, Elijah 
Brown, Custodians  
Julianne Fung, Audio Technician 
Abby Zidonis, Video Technician 

 
CLERGY IN OUR COMMUNITY 
Rev. Jerry Stinson, Senior Minister        
   Emeritus 
Rev. Katy Hyman, Director of Pediatric  
   and Adult Palliative Care, MemorialCare 
Rev. Laverne R. Joseph, Former President  
   & CEO, Retirement Housing Foundation 

 

mailto:pmsternberg@firstchurchlb.org
mailto:whoeger@firstchurchlb.org
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