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ro— FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
CAMP SUNDAY

to be a visible and prophetic presence in the church and in the world,

to steadfastly proclaim the radically inclusive love of God,

to be open to, and celebrate differences; to honor thinking for oneself,

to faithfully work for the inclusion of, and justice for all people, regardless of age, gender,
disability, sexual orientation, marital status, race or national origin, or any particular
element of a person’s total humanity, and for all of God’s creation.

Please join in where words are shown in bold type.
Please stand if you are able for items with an asterisk*.

Centering ourselves with the sound of the chime and the Land Acknowledgement

Prelude Canonin D Dr. Marc Dickey
Johann Pachelbel
Acolytes: Bethany Morales and Hannah Pearce
Invocation The Rev. Petra Malleis-Sternberg
*Call to Celebration Rev. Malleis-Sternberg and Anna Shimanek

One: Living God, you did not create us to be alone all the time.

Many: You have woven us together with vines of connection, each of us
unique, yet deeply intertwined in the fabric of your creation.

One: Holy One, you have shown us how your love inspires curiosity and
conversation

Many: As we practice loving you, our neighbors, and ourselves, may we
embrace curiosity in getting to know one another, remembering
your love connects us all.

One: Come, let us celebrate in love and friendship, as community together.
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*Opening Hymn Pass it On
See Page 8

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Malleis-Sternberg
Passing of the Peace Rev. Malleis-Sternberg
Welcome Song

The children are invited to come forward during this song.
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wel-come, In  God we all be-long. May that wel - come be our song.

music and lyrics by David Lohman ~ ©2007 Lohman Music ~ Permission granted for congregational use

Time With Children Stories from Camp Tracy Halter-Balin
Special Music Flower Duet, from Lakmé Barrick Stees and
Léo Delibes Hannah Pearce, bassoon

Dr. Dickey, piano

The children are invited to Funday Sunday activities in the Courtyard

Scripture Romans 12:9-21 Nathan Singh
Contemporary English Version

Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil, and hold on to what is
good. Love each other like the members of your family. Be the best at showing
honor to each other. Don’t hesitate to be enthusiastic—be on fire in the Spirit as
you serve God! Be happy in your hope, stand your ground when you’re in
trouble, and devote yourselves to prayer. Contribute to the needs of God'’s
people, and welcome strangers into your home. Bless people who harass you—
bless and don’t curse them. Be happy with those who are happy, and cry with



those who are crying. Consider everyone as equal, and don’t think that you’re
better than anyone else. Instead, associate with people who have no status.
Don’t think that you're so smart. Don’t pay back anyone for their evil actions with
evil actions, but show respect for what everyone else believes is good.

If possible, to the best of your ability, live at peace with all people. Don't try to
get revenge for yourselves, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath. It is
written, Revenge belongs to me; | will pay it back, says God. Instead, If your
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink. By doing this, you will
pile burning coals of fire upon his head. Don’t be defeated by evil, but defeat evil
with good.

Contemporary Reading Christmas Sermon on Peace Nathan Singh
By the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, given Dec. 24, 1967 at the Ebenezer
Baptist Church, Atlanta

It really boils down to this: that all life is interrelated. We are all caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied into a single garment of destiny. Whatever
affects one directly, affects all indirectly. We are made to live together because of
the interrelated structure of reality. ...

Agape is an overflowing love which seeks nothing in return. Theologians would
say that it is the love of God operating in the human heart. When you rise to love
on this level, you love all [people] not because you like them, not because their
ways appeal to you, but you love them because God loves them. This is what
Jesus meant when he said, "Love your enemies." And I'm happy that he didn't
say, "Like your enemies," because there are some people that | find it pretty
difficult to like. Liking is an affectionate emotion, and | can't like anybody who
would bomb my home. | can't like anybody who would exploit me. | can't like
anybody who would trample over me with injustices. | can't like them. | can't like
anybody who threatens to kill me day in and day out. But Jesus reminds us that
love is greater than liking. Love is understanding, creative, redemptive good will
toward all.... And I think this is where we are, as a people, in our struggle for
racial justice. We can't ever give up. We must work passionately and
unrelentingly for first-class citizenship. We must never let up in our determination
to remove every vestige of segregation and discrimination from our nation, but
we shall not in the process relinquish our privilege to love.

Sermon Loving Enemies Rev. Malleis-Sternberg

*Hymn The Hammer Song
By Lee Hays & Pete Seeger
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If | had a hammer, I'd hammer in the morning

I'd hammer in the evening, all over this land

I'd hammer out danger, I'd hammer out warning

I'd hammer out love between my brothers and my sisters, All over this land

If I had a bell, I'd ring it in the morning

I'd ring it in the evening, all over this land

I'd ring out danger, I'd ring out warning

I'd ring out love between my brothers and my sisters, All over this land

If | had a song, I'd sing it in the morning

I'd sing it in the evening, all over this land

I'd sing out danger, I'd sing out warning

I'd sing out love between my brothers and my sisters, All over this land

Well, I've got a hammer, and I've got a bell

And I've got a song to sing all over this land.

It's the hammer of justice, it's the bell of freedom

It's a song about love between my brothers and my sisters, All over this land.
It's the hammer of justice, it's the bell of freedom

It's a song about love between my brothers and my sisters, All over this land.

Prayers of the People Rev. Malleis-Sternberg

Our Common Prayer
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,

Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all,

Loving God, in whom is heaven:

May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the people of the earth!
With the bread we need today, feed us.

For the hurts we inflict on one another, forgive us.

In the time of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For your reign is in the glory of the power that is love,

now and forever. Amen.

Offering

Invitation to Give Nathan Singh



Offertory Romanze, Op. 118, No. 5 Bruce Russell, piano
Johannes Brahms

Scan for our secure online donation site
or go to firstchurchlb.org/donate

*Doxology: Old Hundredth (Hymn No. 780)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God with all the hosts above;
Praise God in wonder, joy and love.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Malleis-Sternberg

*Closing Hymn, No. 286 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness
Pages 10 & 11
*Benediction Rev. Malleis-Sternberg

Postlude Rondo in G Dr. Dickey
John Bull
performance dedicated to Bill Kuehl

Some prayers are adapted from Pilgrim Pines Camp’s summer 2026 Evergreen
curriculum, by Rachel Crawford, M.Div.

One License: 706147-A (in support of our livestream)

First Church has both assistive listening devices and noise-blocking headphones
available to borrow for services. Please see one of the Diaconate, ushering in the
entry to the church, to borrow one of these assists or to ask any other questions
about available accommodations. Thank you!
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The sanctuary flowers this morning are provided by Joanne Cox to honor all
students starting or going back to school this fall. "May it be a good year. Keep
on learning!”

The flowers on the communion table this morning are dedicated by Bill Kuehl

to this caring, church community. "Since | started attending this church in 2010,

| have gained knowledge about Christianity from exceptional ministers, made
loving friends, and found meaning for my life after retirement. | will carry joyful
memories of this church and community in my heart as | leave this church family
to be with my family up the coast in Arroyo Grande. One side note, when | was in
the hospital with bypass surgery for a month, | truly felt the well wishes from your
prayers. | can't thank you enough!”

Parish Concerns

Please remember in your prayers: The loved ones of Eric Dickey; The loved ones
of Bart D; Bill Peck and Jeff Ford; Cynde Soto; Ellie Keller (niece of Ruth Keller);

Michael and Amber; Bill Kuehl; Jorge Rocha (brother-in-law of Jose de Sanchez);
Adreana Langston; Laura McCrary; David McMillin; Dale Whitney; Marion Hinze;

Wayne Hester; Joanne Paine; and Aida Porteneuve.

Birthdays This Week — Happy Birthday!

30 - Dale Whitney 2 - Byron Jobin-Reyes, Rory Legeros
31- Eillen Ford 4 - Bill Purcell, Kathy Young
1 - Linda Kellogg, Bryce King 5 - Tessa Smith

This Week at First Church

Sunday, August 30

8:45 AM Sunday Study — Pownall Room & Zoom

10:00 AM Service of Celebration — Sanctuary & Youtube.com/1stChurch
Funday Sunday — Courtyard

11:30 AM Inbetweeners Small Group Meeting — Pownall Room
Social Justice Forum — Koinonia Room & Zoom

1:30 PM UCO Drop-In Center — Patterson Hall

Monday, August 31

10:00 AM Archives Group — Ramsay Dining Room

Tuesday, September 1

10:00 AM Handmakers Small Group — Koinonia Room

6:00 PM  Building and Safety Committee Meeting — Zoom
Personnel Commitee - Zoom

Wednesday, September 2



7:00 PM  Diaconate Meeting — Zoom

Thursday, September 3

5:00 PM  DAYS Leaders LB — Ramsay Dining Room

7:30 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal — Choir Room

Friday, September 4

1:30 PM  DAYS Grocery Program — Patterson Hall and Potholder Lot

6:00 PM  Parents Night Out

Saturday, September 5

9:30 AM  Golf Group — Off-site at a local golf course

10:00 PM UCO Food Drive — Maple Way Alley

Sunday, September 6

8:45 AM Sunday Study — Pownall Room & Zoom

10:00 AM Service of Celebration — Sanctuary & Youtube.com/1stChurch
Funday Sunday — Courtyard

11:30 AM Board of Christian Education Meeting — Sr. High Room
Board of Cultural Arts Meeting — Pownall Room & Zoom
Board of Parish Life Meeting — Booth Chapel
Board of Social Justice and Outreach Meeting — Klar 3 and Zoom
Board of Stewardship and Finance Meeting — Klar 2

1:30 PM UCO Drop-In Center — Patterson Hall



Pass It On

CALLED TO GOD'S MISSION
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‘é M First Congrfegational Church of Long Beach (UCC)

% and its Board of Cultural Arts present

CROP Farewell Finale
with Fireworks!

w ALK (the musical kind)

featuring Dr. Marc Dickey at the Mighty
Moller Concert Pipe Organ

Ending Hunger One
Step at a Time!

SUNDARY

SEPT. 27

11:45AM - REGISTRATION with guest artists:

12:15PM - PEP RALLY Megan O'Toole, soprano
12:30 PM - WALK BEGINS! Barry Stees, bassoon

Three Drummers Drumming
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REGISTER AS AN Qg'gf;{,?,’,}‘;‘, poverty m U First Congregational Church of Long Beach

A TEAM USING the world. 241 Cedar Ave, Long Beach, CA, 90802
THE QR CODE

%’ﬁ Raise funds to help end Sunday, Sept. 13, 12:30 Ppm

FIRSTCHURCHLB.ORG/CROP | Free will offering accepted Free street parking

VOTING ACCESS AND CIVIL PARTICIPATION FORUM

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30

11:30 AM SPEAKERS
/, First Congregational Diane Mielke and
- . -
/ — Church of Long Beach Maggie Drazil of the
241 Cedar Ave, League of Women Voters
Long Beach, CA 90802 of Long Beach Area

Koinonia Room

Eboney Pearson,
Community Organizer for
Long Beach and the
South Bay with LA Voice.

Rev. Petra Malleis-
Sternberg, Senior
Minister, FCCLB

Use the QR Code to Join via Zoom EHILDBARE AVAILABLE

First C tional Church .2 :
olerLon(g);nlg;ggﬁ lonal Lhurc ,I. A VOIGE LWEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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HYMNS OF THE SPIRIT
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Unison, brightly

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness

James K. Manley, 1978; alt.
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HYMNS OF THE SPIRIT
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First Congregational Church of Long Beach

UMITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OFFICERS

Doug Emslie, Moderator
Charlotte Waldo, Vice Moderator
Julie Gholson, Treasurer
Kirsten Pickus, Secretary

BOARD CHAIRS

Building, Historic Preservation & Safety:

Pam Chapin, Dorothy King
Christian Education:

Elena Legeros
Cultural Arts:

Julie Ford & Tim Mountain
Diaconate:

Harold Sutherland & Bill Peck
Parish Life:

Alison Mitchell & Don Donan
Social Justice and Outreach:

Jenn Tafel
Stewardship & Finance:

Jane Hansen & Randy King

AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBERS
Cathy Chambers, Heather Chambers &
Sebastian Jobin-Reyes

COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE
Curtis Heard

POET-IN-RESIDENCE
Tina Datsko de Sanchez

HISTORIAN
Bob Kalayjian

BOOKKEEPERS

Melody O’Keefe & Heather Chambers at

Privity CPA Partners, LP

CLERGY

Rev. Petra Malleis-Sternberg, Senior
Minister
pmsternberg@firstchurchib.org

Rev. Wally Hoeger, Associate Minister
whoeger@firstchurchlb.org

MUSIC STAFF

Curtis Heard, Director of Music

Tracy Halter-Balin, Associate Director of
Music

Dr. Marc Dickey, Organist

Megan O’Toole, Soprano Soloist

Lisa Bode Heard, Alto Soloist

Charlie Carlos, Tenor Soloist

George Carson, Bass Soloist

PROFESSIONAL STAFF

Tracy Halter-Balin, Director of Christian
Ed.

Eric Peterson, Business Manager
Rhyan Humphrey, Office Manager
Preston Andres, Lead Custodian
Sophia Valenzuela, Kyla Baker, Yesi
Urrea Castro, Sebastian Lytwynec,
Mercy Segastume Castillo, Sunday
School

Elijah Brown, Joel Gantt, Cassie
Jordan, Custodians

Julianne Fung, Audio Technician
Abby Zidonis, Video Technician

CLERGY IN OUR COMMUNITY

Rev. Jerry Stinson, Senior Minister
Emeritus

Rev. Katy Hyman, Director of Pediatric
and Adult Palliative Care, MemorialCare

241 Cedar Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90802 « www.firstchurchlb.org
562-436-2256 -« office@firstchurchlb.org
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