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g?mi\:. WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
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Please join in where words are shown in bold type.
Please stand if you are able for items with an asterisk*.

Our Mission:

to be a visible and prophetic presence in the church and in the world,

to steadfastly proclaim the radically inclusive love of God,

to be open to, and celebrate differences; to honor thinking for oneself,

to faithfully work for the inclusion of, and justice for all people,
regardless of age, gender, disability, sexual orientation, marital
status, race or national origin, or any particular element of a
person’s total humanity, and for all of God’s creation.

Centering ourselves with the sound of the chime and the Land Acknowledgement

Prelude Colors of the Wind/A Whole New World Curtis Heard, piano
Alan Menken, arr. Brickman

Invocation The Rev. Petra Malleis-Sternberg

*Call to Celebration The Rev. Wally Hoeger and Rev. Petra Malleis-Sternberg
(adapted from our Global Ministries partners in Japan)

One: Come, People of God, let us gather by the river of life, bringing our
whole selves.

Many: In our sorrow, in our joy, in our loneliness, even in our uncertainty
and pain, the river offers new life, and hope.

One: In a world that remains divided and in conflict, God is inviting us, to
make us one.

Many: Today we gather around one table, in answer to God’s will.



One: What do we find at today’s table?

Many: God's love, which endures all things and connects all things.

One: What is not at today’s table?

Many: The many powers of the world, which seek to stand over others.

One: Let us turn from those powers, giving thanks to God’s power to bring

hope to all who believe.

Many: Thanks be to God! Make us witnesses of Your love.

One: Let us worship together the Holy One, who makes us one.
*Opening Hymn Come to the Banquet (vs. 2, 3, 5, 6)

See Page 8
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Hoeger

Board of Social Justice
and Outreach

Mission Moment Marion Morgan Award

Passing of the Peace Rev. Hoeger

Welcome Song

The children are invited to come forward during this song.
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music and lyrics by David Lohman ~ ©2007 Lohman Music ~ Permission granted for congregational use

Time With Children

Rev. Wally Hoeger

The children and youth are invited to head to Sunday School.

Anthem

Border

Rich Campbell

Sanctuary Choir



Scripture

1 Corinthians 10:17

Barry Stees

Common English Bible, adapted
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the

one loaf.

Psalm 19:1-2, 7-10, 14
Adapted from New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition

The heavens are telling the glory
of God; and the firmament
proclaims God's handiwork.

Day to day pours forth speech, and
night to night declares knowledge.

The law of God is perfect, reviving
the soul;

the decrees of God are sure,
making wise the simple;

the precepts of God are right,
rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of God is clear,
enlightening the eyes;

Contemporary Reading

the fear of God is pure, enduring
forever;

the ordinances of God are true and
righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than
gold, even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey, and
drippings of the honeycomb.

Let the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart be acceptable
to you,

O God, my rock and my redeemer.

Barry Stees

An Argument for World Communion Sunday
by Maren Tirabassi

“It's gotten out of date,” someone
said,

this custom of mid-twentieth
century.

On the contrary, | reply,

after listening to my country’s
current leader

slamming the entire United
Nations,

praising the destruction

of the environment

for the world’s grandchildren,
boasting of incarcerating

those who most need welcome

and starting a war

that makes no sense, but violence,
and more poverty,

helped less, at home,

sharing Communion across
national borders

seems like the least we can do,
hoping against all logic,

that a weeping world

would ever want to break Bread
and share a Cup with us.



Sermon Rev. Malleis-Sternberg

Prayers of the People Rev. Hoeger

Our Common Prayer
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the people of the earth!
With the bread we need today, feed us.
For the hurts we inflict on one another, forgive us.
In the time of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For your reign is in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

Offering Barry Stees
Invitation to Give

Offertory Celtic Prayer Bellissimo
by Gary Brubaker

Scan for our secure online donation site
or go to firstchurchlb.org/donate

*Doxology: Old Hundredth (Hymn No. 780)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God with all the hosts above;
Praise God in wonder, joy and love.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Hoeger

Celebration of Communion

*Communion Hymn One Bread, One Body
See page 9

Invitation, Words of Institution and Communion Prayer

Rev. Hoeger and Rev. Malleis-Sternberg
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Sharing of the Bread and Cup

All are welcome to share in communion by coming forward, or let an usher
know and we will come to you. The bread is gluten free and the cup contains
grape juice.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Loving God, we give you thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence in
the simplicity and splendor of this holy meal. Unite us with all your
children so that we may faithfully proclaim the good news of your love
and your universal church may be a rainbow of hope in an uncertain
world; through Jesus Christ, Love Incarnate. Amen.

*Closing Hymn, No. 394 In Christ There is No East or West

See page 10
*Benediction Rev. Malleis-Sternberg
*Benediction Response Canticle of the Sun Sanctuary Choir
Marty Haugen

(Congregation is invited to sing along.)

The heavens are telling the glory of God, and all creation is shouting for joy.
Come, dance in the forest, come play in the field,
and sing, sing to the glory of God!

Postlude He's Got the Whole World in His Hands Curtis Heard, piano
spiritual, arr. Péter Wolf



One License: 706147-A (in support of our livestream)

First Church has both assistive listening devices and noise-blocking headphones
available to borrow for services. Please see one of the Diaconate, ushering in the
entry to the church, to borrow one of these assists or to ask any other questions
about available accommodations. Thank you!

The sanctuary flowers this morning are provided by Heather Chambers and
dedicated to the friends and relations who volunteer their time for Landmark Box
Office and Will-Call. We are just now gearing up for “A Man of No Importance”
and getting excited for that later this month!

Parish Concerns

Please remember in your prayers: Debbie Bond, Joanie Stiehl, Kirsten Pickus,
Pam Chapin, Ken Sedgwick, Bill Peck, Cynde Soto, Ellie Keller (niece of Ruth
Keller), Adreana Langston, Laura McCrary, David McMillin, Dale Whitney, Marion
Hinze, Wayne Hester, Joanne Paine, and Aida Porteneuve.

Birthdays This Week — Happy Birthday!

4 — Marsalee Malatesta, Sam 8 — Jackie Fuentes, Ray Vara
Swierenga, Tracy Sachtjen 10 — Robert Stapp

7 — Tiffany Brown

This Week at First Church
Sunday, October 4
8:45 AM Sunday Study — Pownall Room & Zoom
9:00 AM All Seasons Choir Rehearsal — Choir Room
9:30 AM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal — Choir Room
Charming Chimes Rehearsal — Bell Room
10:00 AM Service of Celebration — Sanctuary & Youtube.com/1stChurch
Sunday School — Klar 1 & 3, Sacred Space & High School Room
11:15 AM Beloved Bells — Bell Room
11:30 AM Board of Christian Education Meeting — Sr. High Room
Board of Cultural Arts Meeting — Pownall Room & Zoom
Board of Parish Life Meeting — Booth Chapel
Board of Social Justice & Outreach Meeting — Sacred Space & Zoom
Board of Stewardhip and Finance Meeting — Klar 2
1:30 PM UCO Drop-In Center
5:00 PM  OWL Parent Orientation — Ramsay Dining Room
Monday, October 5
10:00 AM Archives Group — Ramsay Dining Room
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7:00 PM Nominating Committee - Zoom
Tuesday, October 6
10:00 AM Handmakers Small Group Meeting — Koinonia Room
5:00 PM  Downtown Library Tour
6:00 PM Personnel Committee Meeting — Zoom
7:00 PM Building & Safety Committee Meeting — Zoom
Thursday, October 8
5:00 PM DAYS Leaders LB — Ramsay Dining Room
Jubellance Rehearsal — Bell Room
6:00 PM Bellissimo Rehearsal — Bell Room
7:30 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal — Choir Room
Friday, October 9 — Intergenerational Camp Day 1/3
1:30 PM DAYS Grocery Program — Patterson Hall and Potholder Lot
Saturday, October 10 — Intergenerational Camp Day 2/3
9:30 AM  Golf Group — Off-site at a local golf course
Apple Pie Day — Pilgrim Pines
10:00 AM UCO Food Drive — Maple Way Alley
Sunday, October 11- Intergenerational Camp Day 3/3
8:45 AM Sunday Study — Pownall Room & Zoom
9:30 AM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal — Choir Room
10:00 AM Service of Celebration — Sanctuary & Youtube.com/1stChurch
Sunday School — Klar 1 & 3, Sacred Space & High School Room
11:30 AM Library Tabling Event — Koinonia Room



Come to the Banquet

vs.2,3,5,6
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7. Willing hands have made this bread with yeast and salt and labor shared.
Let all hungry ones be fed. It's time for feasting, come.

8. Abundant wine, enough for all! Our generous, loving host has called.
The cup of blessing now is poured for sweet communion, come.

Words and Music; Fay White, Copyrighe £19%8, All right reserved. Used by permission.
Fay White, 37 Goldsmith Street, Maryborough, Victoria 3463, Australia.
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One Bread, One Body

John B. Foley
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©1978 John B. Foley, S. J., and New Dawn Music




CHRISTIAN UNITY

394

1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2:14-22

In Christ There Is No East or West

John Oxenham, 1908; alt.
St. 3, Laurence Hull Stookey, 1987
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1 In Christthere is no East or West, in Christ no South or  North;
In  Christ shall true hearts ev - ery-where their high com-mu - nion find;
3 In Christ is nei-ther Jew nor Greek, and nei - ther slave nor free;
4 In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet South and North;
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But one com-mu - ni - of love through-out the whole wide earth.
God’s ser - vice is the go]d en cord close - bind - ing hu - man-kind.
For men and wom-en live in God, and all are kin to  me.
One joy - ous, true com - mu - ni - ty through-out the whole wide earth.
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Singer and composer Harry T. Burleigh studied at the National Tune: McKEE CM.

Conservatory of Music from 1892 to 1896. He is recognized as the
first African-American composer to employ spirituals in concert
arrangements. This tune is named after the rector of St. George's
Episcopal Church in New York City, where Burleigh served as

baritone soloist for more than fifty years.
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African-American melody

Arr. Harry T. Burleigh, 1939
Alternate setting: ST. PETER



Landmark

THEATRE FROM THE % OF LONG BEACH

PRESENTS

A MANOFNO
IMPORTANCE

“You just have to love
who you love...”

Artistic Director Megan O'Toole
Music Director Curtis Heard

Oct 16-Nov 1, 2026
EHE:HE Fridays and Saturdays | 7:30 pm
v :

Sunday Oct 18 | 5:00 pm
P._ Sunday Oct 25 & Nov 1| 7:00 pm

Details and tickets: www.lblandmark.org

A MAN OF NO IMPORTANCE
Book by TERRENCE MCNALLY
Music by STEPHEN FLAHERTY
Lyrics by LYNN AHRENS
Based on a Film “A MAN OF NO IMPORTANCE"

A MAN OF NO IMPORTANCE
is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
www.mtishows.com




First Congregational Church of Long Beach

UMITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OFFICERS

Doug Emslie, Moderator
Charlotte Waldo, Vice Moderator
Julie Gholson, Treasurer
Kirsten Pickus, Secretary

BOARD CHAIRS

Building, Historic Preservation & Safety:

Pam Chapin, Dorothy King
Christian Education:

Elena Legeros
Cultural Arts:

Julie Ford & Tim Mountain
Diaconate:

Harold Sutherland & Bill Peck
Parish Life:

Alison Mitchell & Don Donan
Social Justice and Outreach:

Jenn Tafel
Stewardship & Finance:

Jane Hansen & Randy King

AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBERS
Cathy Chambers, Heather Chambers &
Sebastian Jobin-Reyes

COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE
Curtis Heard

POET-IN-RESIDENCE
Tina Datsko de Sanchez

HISTORIAN
Bob Kalayjian

BOOKKEEPERS

Melody O’Keefe & Heather Chambers at

Privity CPA Partners, LP

CLERGY

Rev. Petra Malleis-Sternberg, Senior
Minister
pmsternberg@firstchurchib.org

Rev. Wally Hoeger, Associate Minister
whoeger@firstchurchlb.org

MUSIC STAFF

Curtis Heard, Director of Music

Tracy Halter-Balin, Associate Director of
Music

Megan O’Toole, Soprano Soloist

Lisa Bode Heard, Alto Soloist

Charlie Carlos, Tenor Soloist

George Carson, Bass Soloist

PROFESSIONAL STAFF

Tracy Halter-Balin, Director of Christian
Ed.

Eric Peterson, Business Manager
Rhyan Humphrey, Office Manager
Preston Andres, Lead Custodian
Sophia Valenzuela, Kyla Baker, Yesi
Urrea Castro, Sebastian Lytwynec,
Mercy Segastume Castillo, Sunday
School

Elijah Brown, Joel Gantt, Cassie
Jordan, Custodians

Julianne Fung, Audio Technician
Abby Zidonis, Video Technician

CLERGY IN OUR COMMUNITY

Rev. Jerry Stinson, Senior Minister
Emeritus

Rev. Katy Hyman, Director of Pediatric
and Adult Palliative Care, MemorialCare

Dr. Marc Dickey, Organist Emeritus

241 Cedar Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90802 « www.firstchurchlb.org
562-436-2256 - office@firstchurchlb.org
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